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Project  Description 


Arthur dale 

In  Preston  County,  northern  West  Virginia,  just  outside 
the  corporate  limits  of  Per.dsville,  and  16  miles  from 
Morrantown.    A  State  Highway,  now  being  constructed, 
passes  through  the  Community  and  connects  with  Rcute 
50,  12  miles  to  the  south,  and  with  Reedsville  on  the 
north* 

165 

Arthurdale  was  started  by  the  Subsistence  Homesteads 
Division  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior  on  October  1, 
1933.     By  Executive  Order  the  project  was  transferred 
to  the  Resettlement  Administration  May  15,  1935,  and  it 
is  now  under  the  supervision  of  the  Farm  Security  Ad- 
ministration. 

This  project  was  rlanned  to  relocate  and  rehabilitate 
On  small  farmsteads  miner  families  left  stranded  by 
the'  decline  of  the  c6al  industry  in  the  a^ea.     Lack  of 
gainful  employment  f breed  idleness  on  these  people  and 
they  had  become  a  permanent  relief  problem.    Here  they 
aVe  now  being  given  a  chance  to  re-establish  themselves, 
both  economically  and  socially. 

1,133  acres  were  purchased  for  the  homestead  and  com- 
munity -project.    Each  of  the  165  units  consists  of  a 
home,  combination  barn-poultry  house,  ana  about  3 
acres  of  land.     There  is  subsistence  gardening  and  live 
stock  raising  on  each  of  the  individual  units;  during 
the  past  two  years  each  homestead  has  produced  from 
',.150  to  $'200  worth  of  food  products,  per  year. 

The  Arthurdale  Association,  a  non-profit  cooperative 
organization  of  homesteaders,  chartered  under  the  laws 
of  the  State, 'of  Test  Virginia,  owns  and.  operates  agri- 
cultural, industrial  and  community  service  enterprises. 
The  Association  owns  442  acres  of  land  on  which  it 
operates  a  general  farm,  poultry  establishment,  dairy, 
and  a  grist  mill.     It  operates  as  community  enterprises, 
a  general  ptore,  an  automobile  service  station,  a 
barber  shop,  trucking  and  transportation. service,  end 
motion  pictures;  a  modern  20-room  Inn  is  rearing  com- 
pletion and  will  ho  placed  in  operation  the  latter  part 
of  May  193,8. 
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I  In  the  industrial  field  the  Association  operates  a 

woodworking  shop  and  a  forge;  period  furniture  is  manu- 
factured and  is  marketed  through  sales  outlets  in  New 
York,  Philadelphia  and  Washington.    The  woodworking 
shop  also  manufactures  kitchen  cabinets,   interior  trim, 
and  other  mass  production  products  used  in  house  con- 
struction; the  forge  manufactures  pewter  ware  and  iron- 
wrought  products,  such  as  andirons,  etc. 

The  Association  owns  a  modern  factory  building  which 
has  been  leased  to  two  tenants,  the  Electric  Vacuum 
Cleaner  Company,  manufacturers  of  vacuum  cleaners  and 
the  Phillips -Jones  Corporation,  manufacturers  of  men's 
shirts . 

A  modern  school  system,  complete  from  nursery  school 
through  high  school,  and  organized  along  progressive 
educational  linos,  is  housed  in  six  separate  buildings 
which  constitute  the  school  center;  a  modern  library, 
comfortably  furnished  and  we 11 -equipped ,  is  a  part  of 
the  school  system  and  is  available  to  all  community 
residents » 

There  is  a  modern  health  center,  with  four  beds  for 
patients  and  an  operating  room  in  which  any  major  or 
minor  operation  may  be  performed;  homesteaders  have 
formed  a < cooperative  health  association  into  which  they 
pay  monthly  cues  for  the  support  of  this  facility. 

There  is>a  postofficc  in  the  community,  a  large  audi- 
torium in  the  school  center  where  motion  pictures  and 
other  entertainments  are  held,  a  small  auditorium 
where  church  services  and  socials  are  held,  and  in  the 
community  center  there  is  another  assembly  room  where 
square  dances  are  held  at  intervals. 

The  community  is  well  supplied  with  roads  and  highways. 

House  Dcscriptior:  Twenty-six  of  the  houses  have  4  rooms,  23  have  5  rooms, 

and  116  have  6  rooms.    Houses  are  heated  with  hot  air, 
hot  water,  or  steam.    All  have  running  water,  modern 
plumbing,  and  electricity. 

The  Homesteaders:  More  than  half  of  the  accepted  homesteaders  were 

destitute  miners,  and  the  remaining  families  had  se- 
cured their  income  from  construction  work,  manufactur- 
ing, railroading,  lumbering,  and  farming.    All  but  a 
■  few  of  the  families  were  en  relief  at  the  time  they 

"  were  accepted  for  the  project  and  the  average  income 

from  all  sources  for  the  12-month  period  previous  to 
making  application  was  £467  per  family.    Most  families 
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wore  large,  the  average  size  being  six  persons.  All 
of  the  men  have  hrd  some  agricultural  experience  and 
many  of  the  homesteaders  arc  skilled  in  art  and  handi- 
craft activities.     The  average  education  of  the  adults 
wo  s  eighth  grade. 

Results  of  Project:  "While  the  community  was  under  construction,  homestead- 

ers -were  employed  in  various  building  occupations.  On 
August  25,  1C37,  construction  was  completed  and  since 
that  time  ho~c stcaders  and  members  of  their  families 
have  been  employed  in  the  three  industries,  in  the 
various  community  services,  and  a  few  have  had  employ- 
ment away  from  the  project.     There  is  employment  in 
the  shirt  factory  for  all  women  end  girls  who  have 
passed  school  age  and  may  properly  be  spared  from  house- 
hold duties. 

The  average  family  income  is  about  &1,020  per  year,  as 
contrasted  with  the  previous  average  earnings  of  $467 
per  family  per  year.    As  of  August  1,-1937,  there  were 
209  wage  earners  in  the  community,  of  whom  only  25  per 
cent  were  employed  by  the  Government  and  75  per  cent 
were  employed  in  private  industry. 

The  health  of  the  homesteaders  is  said  by  the  Resident 
Physician  to  be  much  better  than  that  of  persons  in 
nearby  communities  in  the  same  section,  due,  no  doubt, 
to  the  health  service  rendered  both  homesteaders  and 
children  in  the  schools.     There  has  been  only  one  death 
in  the  community  since  its  inception.    An  active  in- 
terest is  displayed  by  the  horesteae'ers  in  the  coopera- 
tive health  association  and  various  community  clubs. 

In  scpterr.Gcr,  1937,  the  direction  of  the  school  system 
wrs  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  local  school  authorities, 
although  the  nursery  and  other  features  are  still  sup- 
ported by  private  contributions. 
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